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Education

“Digital Editing,” Digital Humanities Winter Institute


University of Maryland, College Park





2013
Ph.D. University of Delaware


Dissertation: (Re)Productive Histories: Epistolary Fiction


and the Origin of the English Novel.  Director, Jerry C. Beasley.

1993

School of Criticism and Theory, Dartmouth.





1988
M.A. University of Delaware







1988

B.A. Boston University, cum laude.






1985

Academic Positions
Professor, St. John’s University





2016-current

Associate Professor St. John’s University





2001-2016

Tenure, 2007.

Assistant Professor, Moorhead State University, MN




1997-2001
Books

Collective Understanding, Radicalism, and Literary History, 1645-1742, Oxford,


Oxford University Press,







2021
Introduction, Notes, and Appendices. Daniel Defoe, Roxana, or the Fortunate Mistress.  


Peterborough: Broadview Press, 






2009


The Bawdy Politic: Political Pornography and Prostitution, 1660-1714, 

Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing, 






2004
Editorial Positions
Editorial Board, Genders





2000-2019
Co-editor, Genders








2007-2009
Fellowships and Grants
Huntington Library Grant for UK Research





2015
Folger Shakespeare Library, Fellowship





2010

Summer Research Grant, St. John’s University.





2005

Faculty Development Grant to complete archival research for 


The Bawdy Politic, Moorhead State University.



1998

Summer Research Grant, Department of English, University of Delaware.

1992

School of Criticism and Theory, Dartmouth College--Travel grant and partial 


tuition scholarship.







1989

Georgetown University School of Literary Theory--Travel grant.


1987
Awards

James L. Clifford Award for Best Article in Eighteenth-century Studies, ASECS 

2013
“’Past Remembrance or History’: Aphra Behn’s The Widdow Ranter or How the Collective Lost It’s Honor,” ELH 79.3: 597-621. (http://asecs.press.jhu.edu/pastpriz.html and http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/schools-and-colleges/st-johns-college-liberal-arts-and-sciences/success-stories/sju-english-professor-earns-acclaim-18th-century-scholarship)
Faculty Achievement Award, St. John’s University





2021
Faculty Achievement Award, St. John’s University 





2014

Faculty Achievement Award, St. John’s University





2009

Faculty Achievement Award, St. John’s University.





2005

Faculty Achievement Award, St. John’s University





2004

Faculty Achievement Award, St. John’s University.





2003

Nominee for MLA Prize for a First Book, The Bawdy Politic in Late Stuart

England: Political Pornography  and Prostitution,, 1660-1714.


2004

Best Dissertation in the Humanities, Wilbur Owen Sypherd Prize, 


University of Delaware.







1994
Articles

“Irreconcilable Differences: The Problem with Women and History” a Festschrift edition honoring Janet Todd Women’s Writing 23.3 (2016).

 “Commoners Wives who stand for their Freedom and Liberty”: Leveller Women and the Hermeneutics of Collectivity,” Huntington Library Quarterly 77.3 (2014): 305-330. 
“’Past Remembrance or History’: Aphra Behn’s The Widdow Ranter or How the Collective Lost It’s Honor,” ELH 79.3 (2012): 597-621. 








 “Eliza Haywood’s Love in Excess and the Personal Politics of Collectivity” in New Contexts for Eighteenth-Century Fiction: “Hearts Resolved and Hands Prepared”: Essays in Honor 


of Jerry C. Beasley ed. Christopher D. Johnson (Newark: University of Delaware Press, 2011): 145-157.










“Feminism and Eighteenth-Century Studies: Working in the Bordello of History,” The Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation, 50.1 (2010): 33-43.
 “Reopening the Question of Class Formation.”  Review of Master and Servant: Love and Labour in the English Industrial Age by Carolyn Steadman (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2007) and Domestic Affairs: Intimacy, Eroticism, and Violence between Masters and Servants, in Eighteenth-Century Britain (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 2009), (review essay) Eighteenth-Century Studies 43.4 (2010): 515-519.





 “The State of the Profession: Work, the Humanities, and Transformation,” ELN Special issue: Experimental Literary Education, ed. Jeffrey C. Robinson 47.1 (2009): 49-57.


“Women, Work, Rear-guard Politics and Defoe’s Moll Flanders.”  Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation, 49.2 (2008): 97-116.








 “London’s Bridewell: Violence, Prostitution, and the Unreconstructed Public,” Violence, Politics, and Culture in Early Modern Europe, ed. Joseph P. Ward, (New York: Palgrave/St. Martin’s, 2008): 207-222.







“Between Punishment and Discipline: Early Modern Workhouses and 


the Public Woman,” (workshop summary) in 


Attending to Early Modern Women: Structures and Subjectivities, 


eds. Joan Hartman and Adele Seef, (Newark: University of Delaware Press, 2007).

“Thieves, Bawds, and Fantasies of Counterrevolutionaries: The Life and Death of Mrs. Mary Frith,” 
Journal of Early Modern Culture Studies 5.1 (2005): 26-48.
“Sex and the Archives: Current Work on Early Modern Cultural Formation,”
Journal of British Studies (review essay) 44.1 (2005):178-187. 



 

“The Face that Drew a Thousand Questions,” Editorial.  Genders 37 (2003). 



“Eliza Haywood’s Defense of London’s Body Politic,”


Studies in English Literature 43.3 (2003): 645-665.






“Queen Consorts, the Common People, and Modern Populism,” Genders 31 (2001). 
“Class, Gender and Public Education: A Material History of the Academy,” Genders 29 (1999).  
“Dressing Up and Dressing Down: Prostitution, Pornography, and Seventeenth-Century Mercantilism,”
Journal of Women's History 11.3 (1999): 78-104.

Chapters
“London,” Defoe in Context, eds. George Justice and Albert Rivera, Cambridge, 


Cambridge University Press, forthcoming





2022
Friendship in Fashion by Thomas Otway, edited and annotated, 

The Broadview Anthology of Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Drama, 

ed. J. Douglas Canfield.  (Peterborough: Broadview Press, 2001): 1101-1154.



“Utopian Literature,” A three-page entry for The Hanoverian Britain, ed. Peter


Tasch, (Garland Press, 1997), 730.








Reviews

Fatal Desire: Women, Sexuality and the English Stage, 1660-1720 by Jean Marsden


(Ithaca: Cornell UP, 2006), Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation 52.2 (2012):

229-232.










Women and the Pamphlet Culture of Revolutionary English, 1640-1660 by Marcus Nevitt


(Aldershot: Ashgate Press, 2006), Journal of British Studies . 2007
Libertines and Radicals in Early Modern London: Sexuality, Politics, and Literary


Culture, 1630-1685, by James Grantham Turner (Cambridge:


Cambridge UP, 2002), H-Albion, 2002.
The Whore’s Story: Women, Pornography, and the British Novel, 1684-1830, 


by Bradford K. Mudge (New York: Oxford UP, 2000) Vol. 9 (2002) 1650-1850: 

Ideas, Aesthetics, and Inquiries in the Early Modern Era: 418-421.



Heroes and States: On the Ideology of the Restoration State, by J. D. Canfield 


(Lexington: Kentucky UP, 1999) Vol. 8 (2001) 1650-1850: Ideas, Aesthetics,
 and Inquiries in the Early Modern Era.







Presentations (Selected)

Invited
“The 1659 Slaves’ Petition” ODSECS




September 2022
“Leveller Women and Civil War Dissidence,” for the Panel, “Forms of Survival: Theorizing English Women’s Civil War Writing,” MLA, Chicago

January 2019
Invited Speaker for celebration of Jerry C. Beasley, University of Delaware, 
Newark, DE 




October 2011
“The Hermeneutics of Collectivity, Civil War Radicalism, and Some Implications


For Eighteenth-Century Studies,” University of Victoria, 

Victoria, British Columbia

        



     November 2010

“Bacon’s Rebellion and Aphra Behn’s Widow Ranter, or How the Collective 


Lost Its Honor,” University of Maryland, College Park

     October 2010

“The Hermeneutics of Collectivity and Civil War Radicalism,” 

Folger Shakespeare Library





     September 2010

Invited Speaker, State-of-the-Profession Colloquium, Department of English


University of Colorado, Boulder




    February 2008

“Far From the Maddening Crowd: Women, Archives, and the 


Limits of Personal Narrative,” University of California 


Davis.








    February 2006

“Bridewell and Beyond,” for the panel “Correcting Courtesans”                                                 Renaissance Society of America, NYC. 



   April 2004

“Prostitution, Pornography, and the Public Sphere.”  University of Vermont.   March 2000

“Prostitution, Pornography, and the Public Sphere.”  SUNY Plattsburgh.         March 2000

Respondent, “Politics, Friendship, and Sexuality at the Turn of the Eighteenth Century”


Western Society for British Studies, Denver.



  October 2000

"From Within Their Own Ranks: College Newspapers and 


the Rhetoric of Feminism," at the National Popular Culture Association 


Conference, Philadelphia, PA.





April 1995

Conferences
“Slavery, Republicanism and the Peculiar Case of Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko” 


ISECS, Edinburgh






July 2019
“Moll Flanders, Roxana and 1683” for Robinson Crusoe at 300, York, UK
 July 2019
“Slavery, Republicanism and the Peculiar Case of Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko”

ASECS, Orlando 






April 2018

Respondent, “Women on the Wrong Side of History,” MLA, Vancouver
January 2015

“The Poor, Company, and Conspiracy in the 1668 Bawdy House Riots,” 

ASECS, Williamsburg





March 2014

“No Man is an Island: Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe and the Anxieties of Collectivity,”


ASECS, San Antonio






March 2012

“Eighteenth-Century Studies and the Collapse of Higher Education,” 


ASECS, Vancouver






March 2011

“Levelling the Playing Field: Interregnum Women Writers and the Archive” 


ASECS, Richmond






March 2009
“Defoe’s Roxana and the Politics of Her Endings” GEMCS

Philadelphia







   November 2008

“Scholarly Publishing: A Roundtable with Journal Editors” GEMCS



Philadelphia







   November 2008
“Feminism and Eighteenth-Century Studies: The Third Way(ve)” 

ASECS, Portland






  March 2008
“’Divers People’: Affiliation and the New Hermeneutics of Collectivity,” 

MLA, Chicago





             December 2007

“Closer to the Maddening Crowd: Restoration Studies and a New Hermeneutics of 

Collectivity,” ASECS, Atlanta




March 2007

“Remapping the History of Eighteenth-Century Subalterity,” Cultural Studies 

Roundtable, ASECS, Atlanta 





March 2007

“Closer to the Maddening Crowd: Restoration Studies and a New 

Hermeneutics of Collectivity,” GEMCS, Chicago 


March 2007

“Poor-Whore’s, Apprentices, and Citizens: The Bawdy House Riots and the 

Imperative of Collectivity” for ‘Straws in the Wind’ Conference at 


University of California Santa Barbara.



February 2006

“Writing about Women’s Agency: Fetishizing Gender in the Early Modern Archive” for 
“Early Modern Women in the Archives,” 
MLA, Philadelphia. 
December 2004 

“Fetishizing the Archive” at the roundtable, “New Directions in Sexuality Studies,” 

ASECS, Boston.






March 2004
“Between Punishment and Discipline: Early Modern Workhouses and Public Women,”


a workshop organized with Cristine Varholy, CUNY John Jay and Jane Kromm, 


SUNY Purchase for the Attending Early Modern Women Conference, University 


Of Maryland, College Park.





November 2003

“Beyond Bridewell: The History of Pornography or the Pornography of History,” 


CUNY Eighteenth-Century Studies Group.



February 2003

“Whores, Prostitutes, and other Notorious Women,” ASECS, Philadelphia.
April 2000

“Of Saints and Factions: The Tory Deployment of Catherine of Braganza,” 


MLA, Chicago.






December 1999

“Pornography and the Politics of Reading,” NEASECS, New Hampshire.













December 1999

“Jades at Livery and other Prostitutes,” GEMCS, Newport, RI.














November 1998

“Sex, Class, and Dissent: the 1668 Bawdy House Riots,” GEMCS, 


Chapel Hill, NC.






December 1997

“Crypto-Racism, Resurgent Nationalism and the Conservative Deployment of White 


Women's Bodies as the Standard of Civic Identity,” Border Subjects 2: 


Bodies of Evidence, Normal, IL.




October 1997

“Dressing Up and Dressing Down: Women's Costume and the National Marketplace,” 


American Historical Association, New York.



January 1997

“Bring It on Home: Feminism, Eighteenth-Century Studies, and the Politics of


Community,” MLA, Washington DC.




December 1996
“The Face of Liberal Racism: Anita Hill and Clarence Thomas,”  NEMLA, Montreal


Canada.








April 1996

“Pregnant Pauses: Roe v. Wade and Enlightenment Subjectivity,” Conference on 


Psychoanalysis and Postcolonialism: Nation, Identity, and Self, Washington


DC.









October 1995

“Meal-tubs and Midwives: Elizabeth Cellier and the Politics of Disembodied Truth,”

GEMCS, Dallas, TX.







October 1995

“The Romance of Politics: Aphra Behn, the Exclusion Crisis, and Love Letters 


Between a Nobleman and His Sister,” Conference on Eighteenth- and 


Nineteenth-Century Women Writers.





March 1995

“Bodies that Matter, Voices that Register: Reimagining the Humanities Classroom,”

Kansas State Cultural Studies Symposium: "Western Humanities, Pedagogy, 


and the Public Sphere."






March 1995

“From Within Their Own Ranks: College Newspapers and the Rhetoric of Feminism,” 


Midatlantic Conference for Popular Culture, Wheeling, WV.


October 1994

“Feminism, History, and the Possibility of Justice.”  GRIP 


(Group for Research in the Professions): "Knowledges: Production, 


Distribution, Revision," Minneapolis, MN.




April 1994
Panels
“Acts of Indemnity and Oblivion,” a panel organized for ASECS,


Williamsburg








March 2014

“Women’s Work and Working on Women” a panel organized for ASECS,


Richmond








March 2009

“Private Parts: Pornography and Prostitution in Seventeenth-Century England,”


a panel organized for GEMCS, Chapel Hill



       December 1997

Co-Organizer with Gwen Gorzelsky, “Sites of Connection: (Post) Humanist 


Activism and Public Policy,” a workshop for GEMCS, Chapel Hill, NC    December 1997

“Nostalgia Just Isn't What It Used to Be,” a panel organized for GEMCS,


Pittsburgh, PA







        September 1996

“The Policies and Politics of Material Bodies,” a panel organized for 


NEMLA, Montreal, Canada





                 April 1996

Service to the Profession
Member, James L. Clifford Prize Selection Committee



2014

Chair, MLA Elections Committee






2010
Member, MLA Elections Committee






2009-2010
Co-editor, Genders








2007-2009

Member, Editorial Board, Genders






Current

Graduate Mentor, ASECS 







2011
Referee, Literature Compass







Current
Referee, Restoration








Current

Referee, Journal of Women’s History.






Current
Referee, Eighteenth-Century Fiction






Current
Referee, Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation



Current

Referee, LIT: Literature, Interpretation and Theory




Current

Reviewer, Bucknell UP







Current

Reviewer, Routledge Press







Current

Reviewer, University of Delaware Press





Current

Reviewer, Ashgate Press







Current

Reviewer, Broadview Press







Current
Reviewer, Cornell UP








Current
Promotion Review, DePaul University





2018
University Service
Promotion and Budget Committee






Current
Graduate Education Policy Committee





Current
Graduate Education Policy Committee 





2017-2018
“Teaching with On-line Databases,” a presentation for Center for Teaching 


and Learning 








Fall 2012

Report for Department and Provost on Ability of University Libraries 


to Support Graduate Research






Spring 2011

Search Committee member, Medievalist search




2008

Search Committee member, Post-colonial search




2005
Undergraduate Policy Committee






2002-2004
Graduate Education Policy Committee





2005-2008
Organized British Studies Speaker series





2003
Community Service

Vice President, Abington School District Board of School Directors


Current

Director, Abington School District Board of School Directors


2019-current


(a 4-year elected position)

Member, Superintendent’s Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

2020--current
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